
Topic: Holocaust  
Time required: 45 minutes    Participants: Pupils (9th, 10th, 11th form) 
Materials needed: 

• ball or soft toy 
• cut copies of HO1 
• copies of HO2 

Objectives:  PWBAT 
• discuss the  qualities and actions of heroes, friends, neighbors 
• read a 3- or 4-paragraph text for main ideas and key details 
• narrate a biographical story based on a text 

5 min 
 

Warm-Up: Ball-toss Brainstorm: Heroes 
T asks Ps to name heroes.  T tosses a ball or soft toy around the room, eliciting 
answers from all Ps.  They can name Ukrainian heroes, historical heroes, 
sports heroes, imaginary heroes, etc. 
 
T can record answers on the board. 

 6 min 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11 min 

Analysis Chart: Neighbors, Friends, and Heroes 
T elicits Ps’ responses to complete the following chart on the board: 

Neighbors Friends Heroes 
(In this space, write the 
qualities (adjectives) and 
actions (verb phrases) of 
good neighbors.)  
 

(In this space, write the 
qualities (adjectives) and 
actions (verb phrases) of 
friends.)  
 

(In this space, write the 
qualities (adjectives) and 
actions (verb phrases) of 
heroes.)  
 

(Leave this space blank.) 
 
 
 

(Leave this space blank.) 
 

(Leave this space blank.) 
 

 
7 min 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18 min 

Pre-reading: Think-Pair-Share 
Ps will brainstorm on the topic “THE HOLOCAUST”.   
 
THINK: For the first minute, Ps write individually.  They should list 
everything they associate with or know about the Holocaust. 
 
PAIR: Ps find a partner of their choice.  With their partner, they compare their 
lists and add any new items together.  (2 minutes) 
 
SHARE: T calls on pairs to give one answer each.  Go around the room until 
there are no answers left.  T may record answers on a board or poster.  At this 
point, it will be helpful to review vocabulary from previous lesson about Anne 
Frank. 

9 min 
 
 
 
 

Jigsaw Reading Part 1 
T tells Ps they are going to read about some special people who lived in 
Ukraine during the Holocaust. 
 
Divide Ps into 4 groups of equal numbers.  Each group will get ONE of the 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
27 min 

reading texts (HO1).  They should study the text together, so that each of them 
is able to explain the following main idea questions: 

1. Who is this text about? 
2. What did they do for their Jewish neighbors or friends? 
3. How did they do it? 
4. Why was it dangerous? 

 
It is very important that EACH group member is able to explain the answers to 
these questions.  They can take notes if they want to.  (T may choose to take 
away the texts for the next activity.) 

9 min 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
36 min 

Jigsaw Reading Part 2 
Re-arrange groups in a jigsaw split: Give each group member a different 
number.  This is the number of their new group.  After they find their new 
group, the new group should be composed of members from each of the old 
groups. 
For example: 
 
Old Groups: 
A-A-A-A   B-B-B-B   C-C-C-C   D-D-D-D 
 
New Groups: 
A-B-C-D   A-B-C-D   A-B-C-D-   A-B-C-D 
 
With their new groups, they should each share the information they found in 
their text, WITHOUT the text itself (only their notes and memory).   Each P 
fills out the chart on HO2. 

9 min 
 
 
 
 
45 min 

Return to Analysis Chart 
After sharing and gathering information, T leads a whole class discussion.  
Return to the Analysis Chart on the board.  Now that Ps have read about some 
neighbors/friends/heroes, they can add to the list of qualities and actions in the 
bottom spaces of the chart.  T might focus on any differences between the top 
and bottom spaces (before and after reading). 



HO1 
Olena Hryhoryshyn 
 

Olena Hryhoryshyn and Donia Rozen both lived in Kosiv, in the region of Ivano-
Frankivsk in the 1940s.  Olena was a poor woman, more than 60 years old.  Donia was 12 
years old in 1942, when her Jewish family was killed after the German invasion.  She had 
to survive alone; she walked in the forest, from village to village.  She slept in barns.   

A brother and sister named Stepan and Olena Hryhoryshyn took Donia into their 
home, took care of her and gave her food.  This was very dangerous because Germans 
and unfriendly neighbors were everywhere.  Stepan was afraid that they would be caught 
and punished, so he made Donia leave.  Olena disagreed with her brother and refused to 
leave Donia.  So Olena and Donia left together, with no home and no friends. 

Olena continued to take care of young Donia.  She hid Donia while she worked 
for neighbors.  They had to be very careful because the neighbors or Germans might find 
Donia at any time.  From the winter of 1942-43, they had to hide in the forests and 
mountains.   Donia had to sleep in a hole in the forest, where there were many mice.  
Olena always brought food, even though she was very poor.   

In the spring of 1944, a police officer found Donia hiding in the forest.  She 
managed to escape by swimming across a river, but she never saw Olena again.  In 1948 
she moved to Israel, and later became a director at Yad Vashem, an organization that 
thanks the people who helped Jews during the Holocaust.   
 
cut here -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
Anton Sukhinski 
 
 Anton Sukhinski was sometimes called the village idiot. He never married, and 
lived – always close to poverty – in a small house in Zborov. His neighbors often made 
fun of him because of his gentle nature and his love of all living creatures. 
 Before the war, Anton knew the Zeigers, a Jewish family with two young sons.  
When the German army came to Ukraine, the Jews of Zborov were shot, put into a 
ghetto, and then sent to a labor camp.  Anton offered the Zeigers a place to hide, and they 
moved into his cellar with two other people.   
 Hiding in the cellar was very dangerous, both for the Jews and for Anton.  
Anton’s neighbors found out about the Jews hiding in his cellar.  The neighbors said that 
if the Zeigers didn’t pay them money, they would tell the police about the hiding place.  
The situation became so bad that there was a gun fight, and one of the Jews was killed. 
 After that, Anton decided to dig another hiding place for the family, even though 
it was the middle of winter.  The Zeigers lived underground for nine months without 
leaving.  Anton always brought them food, even though he was very poor.  His neighbors 
were always watching, and the Germans searched his house and questioned him.   
 After nine months, the war ended and Anton finally opened the door to the hiding 
place.  The Zeigers had difficulty walking and seeing in the bright light of day.  The 
Zeigers moved to the US, and Anton was officially recognized for his good deeds in 
1974. 



HO1 (continued) 
Pavlo Gerasimchik and his family 

Pavlo Gerasimchik, his wife Lyubov, and their three teenaged children lived in 
the village of Shubkiv, close to the town of Tuchyn in Rivne Oblast.  In 1935, Pavlo had 
become acquainted with Isaak Khomut, a Jew who lived in Tuchyn.  Isaak had a wife and 
two daughters. 

The German army came to the area in 1941, and forced Tuchyn’s Jews to live in a 
small ghetto.  In 1942, the Germans planned to liquidate the ghetto by killing many 
people and sending others to concentration camps.  Pavlo went to Isaak’s home, and 
offered to help him and his family escape the ghetto.  Pavlo secretly took the Khomut 
family to Shubkiv, riding in a cart and hiding under the straw.  He only wanted them to 
stay at his house for a few days. 

Because of the danger to whoever hid Jews, the decision to take in a Jewish 
family was probably a very hard decision for Pavlo and his whole family.  In fact, the 
police were always searching the area for Jews, and non-Jewish people who helped Jews 
were killed. So, soon after the Khomut’s had arrived, he reminded them that he had only 
invited them into his home for a short time, and asked them to leave. However, watching 
the Jewish family preparing to leave his home and go to a deadly situation, Pavlo 
changed his mind.  He started to build a hiding place for them under his floor.  

The Jewish family lived with Pavlo for 18 months.  Pavlo’s whole family helped; 
they worked hard to provide enough food, and guarded the Khomut’s when they came 
out at night to breathe fresh air.  Towards the end of the war, German soldiers decided to 
live at Pavlo’s house.  For almost two weeks, the soldiers slept directly above the Jewish 
family’s hiding place.  During this time, Pavlo couldn’t give the Khomut’s any food.  
Soon, though, the Red Army liberated the area and the Khomut’s were free. 
       cut here-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Mariya Podolyan and Sofya Shapovalova 
 Mariya Podolyan lived in Kirovograd with her younger sister Valya. Valya had a 
school friend called Mariya Tishkovskaya, a Jewish girl whose family lived in the same 
building as the Podolyan sisters.  When the Germans were approaching Kirovograd, 
Podolyan sent her younger sister to stay with relatives in a village. On August 4, 1941, 
the Germans invaded Kirovograd and, on September 30, they ordered all the Jews to 
gather at a specific place. 
 When Tishkovskaya’s family was sent to be killed, she the Germans that she was 
Ukrainian and that she was there by mistake. She lied and told the police that she was 
Mariya Podolyan’s sister.  The police called Podolyan to the station that night.  When 
Podolyan saw Tishkovskaya, she understood the situation immediately.  Podolyan also 
lied to the police, showed them Valya’s papers and took her home, as if she was her 
sister. 
 Podolyan was afraid of her neighbors, so she took Tishkovskaya to her mother, 
Sofya Shapovalova, in Dniprodzerzhinsk.  Sofya also lied to her neighbors and told 
everyone that Tishkovskaya was her daughter.  They were once questioned by the police 
after a neighbor discovered their secret, but they managed to trick the police again.   
 After the war, the three remained friends, and called each other ‘mother’ and 
‘sister’. 
 



HO2 
 
 Olena Hryhoryshyn 

 
Anton Sukhinski 
 

Pavlo Gerasimchik and 
his family 

Mariya Podolyan and 
Sofya Shapovalova 

Who did they help? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

How did they help? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Why was it dangerous? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 


